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This research brief reviews housing characteristics among the Puerto Rican population in 
the United States, with comparative data from before and after the 2007 economic reces-
sion. We find that the Puerto Rican population has poorer homeownership rates and living 
conditions than the non-Hispanic white and the non-Hispanic black populations, but bet-
ter living conditions than the general Hispanic population. In addition, the Puerto Rican 
population has experienced a decline in homeownership rates since the Great Recession.

Home Rental and Ownership Characteristics 
Homeownership rates are seen as an indicator of the financial stability of a community. 
Differences in home ownership rates have implications for wealth, since home ownership 
provides by far the biggest asset of families in the United States and it is the anchor for 
middle-class status (Vargas-Ramos 2005). Owning a home is also seen as an essential step 
towards self-sufficiency.  
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Figure 1: Percent of population in occupied housing units, 2011

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2011a

NH: Non-hispanic
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The majority of Puerto Ricans rent their homes (63%), more than non-Hispanic whites, non-Hispanic blacks, 
Asian and general Latino populations, all of which have lower proportions of renter-occupied housing (Figure 
1). Correspondingly, the rate of Puerto Rican homeownership (37%) is lower than the rate for non-Hispanic 
whites (72%), Latinos (46.3%), Asians (47.8%) and non-Hispanic blacks (43.4%), and lower than the rate for 
the U.S. population as a whole, with the vast majority owning the homes they live in (64.6%).  

The Puerto Rican population pays 
more in average monthly rent costs 
($891) than the non-Hispanic white 
population ($866) but less than the 
general Hispanic population ($901). 
Though the Puerto Rican population 
has a higher proportion of renters com-
pared to the Hispanic population as a 
whole, they 
pay relatively 
the same 
gross rent as 
all Hispan-
ics who pay 
30 percent 
or more of 
their income, 
at 46.8% 
for Puerto 
Ricans  and 
49.6% for 
the Hispanic 
population. 
Both exceed 
that of the 
non-His-
panic white 
population 
(33.5%).
For Puerto 
Ricans who 
own a home, 
the pressure 
on their incomes has fluctuated. In 2007, the Puerto Rican population paid 46 percent of their incomes on 
their mortgages, but by 2008 this rate significantly increased, up to 51.8 percent. However, as the United States 
began to recover from the recession and the housing market began to pick up, this rate dipped back down to 
46.8 percent of their annual income (Table 1). 

The value of homes owned by Puerto Ricans is also generally less than that of the rest of the U.S. population. 
Table 2 shows the value of owned homes for the five states that have the highest Puerto Rican populations in 
the country and the percentage by which Puerto Rican homes are valued above or below the states’ medians.  
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Housing units 
with a mortgage

444,352 32,279,989 4,647,085

Less than 30% 53.2% 66.5% 50.4%
30% or more 46.8% 33.5% 49.6%

Table 1: Monthly owner cost as percentage of household income, 2011

Puerto Rican             NH White                      Hispanic

Source: US Census Bureau  2011a

New 
York

Florida New 
Jersey

Pennsylvania Massachusetts

Median Value
All homes (in dollars) 285,300 151,000 324,900 164,800 326,300
Puerto Rican homes (in dollars) 340,600 133,400 264,500 111,000 218,400
Value above or below state 
medium (in percentage)

19 -12 -19 -33 -33

Median Selected Monthly owner coStS with a Mortgage

All homes (in dollars) 1977 1470 2397 1408 2043
Puerto Rican homes (in dollars) 2286 1381 2233 1208 1735
Value above or below state 
medium (in percentage)

16 -6 -7 -14 -15

Median Selected Monthly owner coStS without a Mortgage

All homes (in dollars) 685 461 936 479 672
Puerto Rican homes (in dollars) 712 421 812 389 585
Value above or below state 
medium (in percentage)

4 -9 -13 -19 -13

table 2: Value of owner-occupied homes by state, 2011

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2011a



For all states except New York, the value of the homes of Puerto Ricans is less than the states’ median values, 
including monthly costs with and without a mortgage. The disparity is especially noticeable in Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, where the median value of a home owned by a Puerto Rican is 33 percent less than the 
state’s median. 

As with the rest of the population, Puerto Rican homeownership was impacted by the Great Recession. In a 
retrospective look at the rate of home ownership since 2007, we observe a trend towards decreased homeown-
ership and an increased proportion of renters among Puerto Ricans (Figure 2). Owner-occupied housing units 
for the Puerto Rican population de-
creased from 40.3% in 2007 to 37% in 
2011, while renter-occupied housing 
units increased during the same time 
period from 59.7% to 63 % (Figure 2). 
This rate of decline in homeownership 
and increase in renter-occupied hous-
ing is relatively equal to that of the 
U.S, which also experienced a change 
of three percentage points from 67.2% 
to 64.6% of owner-occupied housing 
and a rise of from 32.8% to 35.4% of 
renter-occupied housing. These rates 
are attributed to several factors related 
to the economic recession includ-
ing: increased foreclosures, a negative 
home-selling sentiment and high rates 
of unemployment making getting a 
down payment for a home much more 
difficult (Bracha and Jamison 2012; 
Panchuk 2011).

Living Conditions

Though Puerto Ricans pay more for their housing, they have relatively better rates of overcrowding when 
compared to the Hispanic population and the non-Hispanic black population. Living conditions are measured 
primarily by indicators of crowding.  The Census Bureau found that the average household size in the United 
States in 2011 for owner-occupied and renter-occupied houses was 2.71 and 2.52 persons per household re-
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Puerto 
Rican

NH 
White

Hispanic

Average Household Size of Owner-
Occupied Unit

3.16 2.54 3.70

Average Household Size of  Renter-
Occupied Unit

2.71 2.20 3.40

1.01 or more occupants per room 5.5% 1.3% 13.5%

table 3: overcrowding, 2011

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2011a

Figure 2: change in occupied housing units

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2011
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The Center for Puerto Rican Studies (Centro De Estudios Puertorriqueños) at Hunter College, City University of New York, is the only 
university-based research institute in the United States solely devoted to the interdisciplinary study of the Puerto Rican experience in 
diaspora. It is the oldest and largest Latino research and archival institution in the Northeast, and boasts the world’s only repository of 
archival and library materials dedicated exclusively to the Puerto Rican migration. Since its inception in 1973, Centro also has developed 
notable ties to academic, advocacy, and community-based constituencies, enabling it to document and respond to critical cultural and 
social conditions within the stateside community. This report is part of a series designed to provide up-to-date information on demo-
graphic changes in our communities.
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spectively, and for Puerto Rican households the average size was 3.16 and 2.71 persons. However, the Hispanic 
population has almost one person more per household in rented units (Table 3).  The percentage of occupants 
per room for Puerto Ricans (5.5%) is much higher than the non-Hispanic white and non-Hispanic black 
populations and the United States as a whole (3.3%). The Hispanic population though still greatly exceeds all 
populations when it comes to crowded housing.

In examining these rates of homeownership and living conditions, it is clear that there has been a back-track 
in any gains that the Puerto Rican population may have made before the recession in decreasing economic 
disparities and increasing self-sufficiency.
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